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The University of Rhode
Island Gay-Straight Alliance
(GSA) teamed up with the
Lesbian,
Gay,
Bisexual,
Trans gender and Queer (LGBTQ)
Center to hold' a rally protesting
.harassment and cyberbullying.
More than 40 students, faculty, and staff came to the "Love is
Louder'' rally held in Atrium 1 of
the Memorial Union on
Wednesday. The rally was held in
response to a series of derogatory
Facebook posts on the URI Class
of 2013 page.
"This individual, or group,
made a fake account to post not
just homophobic remarks, but
ones that were racist, misogynist,
sexist and bigoted," president of
GSA Brian Sit said. "It's important that we show the students on
our campus that we're not alone
in our struggles, and we're not
alone in our support."
Sit was one of the principle
organizers behind the rally,
working to delegate respo~ibili
ties and also heading the graphic
design aspects of the protest.
The university suspects that

1971

Teresa Kelly
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Students, faculty and staff sing •when You Find Yourself OffendfMI'
at the •Love is Louder' anti-bullying rally held yesterday in the
Memorial Union Atrium.

the person or group responsible
for the comments is not from the
university. URI President David
M. Dooley, who spoke at the rally,
said if the administration discovers that a university student is
responsible, he or she will be held
accountable.
DooJey also warned.students

that the anonymity that Facebook
creates can be dangerous.
"We are not anonymous to
one another," he said. "We're
here because we want to know
each other, to have a relationship
with one another, to work together to build a community in which
each one of our members is n~t

selves."
Sit said he agreed, explaining
that URI is lucky to have such a
strong support group on campus.
"It's great to have people
who are willing to use the university slogan, 'Think Big,; not just
about themselves, but those
around them," he said. "No man
is an island and when one of us
gets hurt, it's all of us."
In addition to the university,
Sit said several student groups,
such as eXposure and the Asian
Student Association, vocalized
support for the protest and its
message.
Chief Diversity Officer Abu
Bakr also attended the rally,
speaking to students about his
personal and professional experiences regarding the importance
of non-violence.
Quoting Dr. Martin Luther
King, he said, "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere." Bakr added that it is situ'ations like these when the character of individuals and of the uniContinued on page 3

Alumnus remains connected with URI basketball
BY KIMBERLY DELANDE
News Reporter

Not many basketball players
for the University of Rhode
Island Rams go on to maintain
connections with the university
for 34 years after the end of their
college careers. Abu Bakr; who is
now currently executive assistant
to the president and a commentator for the Rams' broadcast for
Cox Sports, is one of the rare
cases.
Bakr, a former member of the
URI basketball teani., describes
his current occupation as a commentator as "a tremendous
opportunity to stay connected
with the community.'' While he
has been active in supporting the
university in his work as the president's execiltive assistant for the
past three decades, he has held
his job as a broadcaster for
approximately 12 years. While it
may seem like a dream job,
according to Bakr, being a Rhody
fan sometimes makes his job a littledifficult.
"I'm a fan of the Rams, so
sometimes I have to remember to

keep my objectivity in check,"
Bakr said. "As a commentator,
you also have to maintain your ·
distance from the coaches and the
players, which is somewhat of a
challenge."
According to Bakr, one of his
fondest moments while playing
for the Rams was playing in
Madison Square Garden in New
York City. One of his most memorable games, Bakr said, was
when the Rams played against
Boston University when he was a
junior, which was the year the
team
won
the
Yankee
Conference.
Bakr also went on to play in
the European Professional
League, where he played in
southern France, Spain, Germany
and Holland. During this time,
he went to the University of Pau,
Teresa Kelly I Cigar
in France, where he was able to
Alumnus Abu 8akr still maintains com1ections with the URI basketstudy the native language, which
ball team after 34 years.
Bakr said "helped him adapt and
immerse himself in the culture."
While his experience with URI, instead of being solely right now," Bakr said. "I have no
regrets."
playing basketball was a positive focused on the sport.
Along with being the execu"If
I
had
made
basketball
one, Bakr is glad that his career
into
a
profession,
I'd
be
an
old
involves working closely with
Continued on page 3
coach thinking about retiring

Today's forecast
42°F
New England
weather, you
are so fickle.

Nickel Brief:
Check out the next issue of the
Cigar to learn more about how
the baseball team is remembering their lost teammate.

BY BRIANNA RESTO
News Reporter

The University of . Rhode
Island English department ·.is
holding five writing contests
that will last throughout most
of the month of March: the
Nancy Potter short story contest, the Nancy Potter poet's
contest, the Nancy Potter creative non-fiction contest, tqe
Nancy Potter critical essay con~
test and the Rumowicz
Maritime essay contest.
The Rumowicz Maritime
essay contest was created
almost 19 years ago, assistant
professor Martha Rojas, of the
English department, said. As
the name of the contest suggests, each entry, though they
may vary in style, is required
to touch upon the subject of the
ocean.
"The contest originated
with a generous endowment in
1993 by Edmund.S. Rumowicz,
a graduate of URI, and his wife
Nathalie Rumowicz in order to
encourage in undergraduate
students a lifelong engagement
with maritime literature,"
Rojas said.
.
Not only did this fund
establish the annual essay contest, but also created an annual
undergraduate seminar titled
"Literature and the Sea" and ah
annual lecture by a visiting
scholar, as well.
This year, the visiting
scholar will be a member of the
University of Illinois' English
department,
ChTistopher
Freeburg, who will be giving a
lecture named "Interracial
Friendship and the Bottomless
Deep in Melville's 'Moby
Dick"' on April 26.
According to the URI website, an entry submitted to any
contest must be double-spaced,
except for poems, with standard typeface, standard margins and a very specific cover
page.
The Rumowicz essay contest cover page should include
the name of the contest being
entered, the author's full name,
student ID number, email
address, phone number and
whether the essay has been
submitted previously in a class.

Find out how both track
teams did at the indoor
championships.
See page 4.
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'LHiyhammer' offers many great incentives
to watch for more Netflix exclusive series
BY ALEX MCDEVITT
Contritbuting Entertainment Writer

I don't know why Netflix
decided to fund member-only
shows only a short time ago,
but their show, "Lilyhammer,"
has convinced me that they
should produce more. After
all, if a Netflix"exclusive show
this successful and wellreviewed can succeed with a
surprisingly simple premise·
and low budget, what else can
Netflix come up with next?
Only time will tell, but if new
members-only shows are anything like "Lilyhammer," I'll
tune in for sure.
"Lilyhammer" follows former New York City crime
advocate Frank Tagliano as he
relocates to the odd-choice
country of Norway as part of
the witness protection program, while he brings down
his entire empire after a hit
gone wrong. From here, Frank
must adapt to this new way of
life and, unlike his imagination
has led him to believe, some
things never change. In the
end, Frank begins to think
things might not be different if
he didn't move across the
world. In fact, he might have
realized
things
were
inescapable the entire time.
Being only an eightepisode season, I really wasn' t
expecting so much depth to be
put into so many characters.
None of the build-ups were
wasted on things such as bickering and useless dialogue or
stupid plot points that go

absolutely nowhere. Instead, flashback paranoia we usually
Netflix and its writers knew receive with shows (mostly
exactly what they wanted to those relying on a "Lost" writaccomplish. In a world that ing style), Van Zandt sells the
was full of death, deviance and . dialogue-ridden adventures to
double-crossing, they cleverly the camera and to the characput in some good examples of ters. In a perfect world,. I
classic dark humor. Running would put "Lillyhammer" up
gags,. including a teacher that for a few Emmys , especially
is accused of being a pedophile for Van Zandt' s performance,
and sheep that cause trouble but being from a limited audiall over the countryside, put ence and exclusively sold on
me
in
stitches.
While Netflix, I highly doubt it
"Lilyhammer" might capital- would make the cut.
Ultimately, "Lillyhammer"
ize on where
shows like
"Archer" and "Eastbound and is bogged down the worst in
Down" hit the critical humor its really obvious cliches and
the best, it is still acceptable.
easily predictable scenes that
By far the best thing that I drag it down. Since the first
got from the series is the act- episode, I knew exactly who
ing. I can't begin to recount all the main villain would be, who
the times that I thought these Frank would put his allecharacters, not even in the giances into, and what the eneways they interacted, just mies back· home would evenplayed their parts perfectly. tually do. Rather than change
The sad part is that many of anything up, it gave away one
these actors and actresses are of the most set-up finales in a
mostly unknown, so I doubt while.·
any attention, other than the
The show is shot and writmain character Frank, will get ten in such a way as to stay
any recognition outside of the fresh, but it sometimes lacks
show itself. But Frank, played originality and motivation.
by former "Sopranos" star Scenes carry on with nothing
Steve Van Zandt, sure does more than a running tag walkcontrol his role fluently ing a tight line. But rather than
me crying foul on the little nitthroughout the show.
Rarely has a crime boss picks, "Lillyhammer" really
been so effectively played with just puts a smile on my face
such flare and personality. when th e credits roll.
· When it comes time for Frank
What's more is a second
to start acting outside of his season has already been
normal behavior, it's totally ordered . Good or bad, this is a
believable. Nothing feels definite watch if you get the
rushed with his backstory and chance to see, and obviously,
rather then the conventional own up to paying Netflix.

·oesperate Housewives• actress says she
was stunned when show creator hit her
LOS ANGELES (AP) Nicollette Sheridan told jurors on
Thursday· that she was shocked
and humiliated after being struck
in the head by the creator of
"Desperate Housewives" on the
set of the hit ABC show.
The actress was the first witness called during her trial alleging that she was fired after a dispute with creator and executive
producer Marc Cherry. She is
seeking more than $6 million in
damages.
At the request of her attorney, Patrick Maloney, the actress
demonstrated the blow by striking her lawyer in court. Sheridan
contended it was a hard blow,
although attorneys for Cherry
and ABC claimed it was a light
tap meant to give the actress
some direction for a scene.
Sheridan told jurors that
Cherry appeared stunned after
the hit and later apologized to
her.
Wearing a navy blue suit and
white blouse, Sheridan split the
day testifYing about the show's
early years and the dispute with
Cherry and its aftermath.

Her character Edie Britt was
killed off in the show's fifth season, when she was earning
$175,000 an episode. By then, she
also had been granted a portion
of the series' profits by that point
and was slated to earn $250,000
an episode if she remained on the
series through the seventh season.
She testified that although
Cherry had left her character's
fate in doubt at the end of seasons
three and four, he never mentioned killing her off until after he
hit her and was cleared by ABC
executives of wrongdoing.
Cherry and ABC have
denied wrongdoing and said
they will present evidence that
the decision to kill off Britt was
made months before his argument with Sheridan and had to
be approved by top executives at
the network
The scene that led to the dispute between Sheridan and
Cherry was originally not meant
to ·include the actress' character.
Her role was added after several
revisions and was a short scene in
which Britt needled her on-

screen husband about how to
write a love song.
A later script called for her to
strike him with a magazine.
Maloney showed jurors various versions of the script, and
played a montage of some of
Sheridan's highlights from the
show, including her attempting
to seduce men and washing a car _
with her blouse unbuttoned and
bra exposed.
Some jurors laughed as the
scenes were played. Many had
seen the show in its early seasons.
Sheridan told the panel that
she wasn't similar to her character. "I think honesty is about the
only thing we shared," she said.
"Desperate Housewives," . a
glossy prime-time comedy I soap
opera with an ensemble cast
including Hatcher and Longoria,
made a pop~culture and ratings
splash when it premiered in 2004
but has seen its audience dwindle. It is in its last season.
Cherry is expected to testify,
and series stars Teri Hatcher, Eva
Longoria, Marcia Cross and
Felicity Huffman are listed as
potential witnesses.
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CLASSIFIEDS
living
4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 full kitchen 20 122013 school year rental available in
Easward · Look. Fully furnished. See
vrbo.com/29 1403 for more info + pies.
Email bethbrownll2@gmail.com.
On Moonstone Beach Road- small cottage, $595 plus utilities. Apartment,
$785, utilities included. One bedroom
each, rental unfurnished. (401)783-0620,
danaejh.com.
6 bed, New Eastward. Acad. '12-'1 3. 15
Greene Lane, (www.vrbo.com/167107).
43
Glendale
Road,
( www. homeaway . com/vacationrentaVp3031 74). Email mjvercillo@hotmail.com or call (917) 270-2185.
Narragansett
Pier,
Scarborough,
Eastward Look, Bonnet Shores rentals.
Academic '12-'13, Summer '12. 1-6
bedrooms, $500-$2,400. Offers accepted. (401) 782-3900.www.annobrienrealty.com.
Narragansett - Large 4 bed, 2 bathroom
house. Deck, parking, laundry, furnished,
close to campus. $400 each plus utilities.
josh@brown.edu, (401} 263c9933 .
Eastward Look rental, 5 bed, 3 bath, gas
heat, all appliances, large deck with gas
grill. See homeaway.com, #11 5966. Cell
(860) 380-0581, email jfs3@cox.net.
Large selection of well-maintained
homes for rent. No application fees! Call
now for 2012-2013. (401)789-0666 · or

Liladelman.com.
Eastward Look North, extra-large 4 bed·
room/2.5 bath, $2, 100/month, nicely furnished, includes recycling + cleaning.
Mature
students
wanted.
Homeaway.com
#379941.
Email
a:my.bartolone@gmail.com.

Rally
From page l

the negative comments with a
positive attitude.
"What we can do is show
that love is louder, that love more
than anything can overcome all
these hateful things,'~ he said.

versity as a whole is truly
judged.
"We are always faced with a
very difficult choice," he said.
"First is to do the easy thing, and
that is to strike back with the
From page l
very weapon that has been used
against us. What is much more tive assistant to the president,
difficult, infinitely, is to strike Bakr is also the associate vice
back with a force that's ultimate· president for
Community,
ly much more powerful and Equity, and Diversity. His role is
brings people together instead of to listen to the qualms and
tearing people apart."
queries from the Equity Council,
In addition to the adminis· the President's Commission of
tration, students and faculty the Status of Women land the
were eager to vocalize their sup· LGBTQ Council. According to
port.
Bakr, these departments advise
"1his is a very important him on issues that may be occurissue for me because I've known ring on campus and recommend
a lot of people who've gone options that should be taken to
through bullying, and I've gone fix the problem.
through it myself," senior Ben
"Working with these departMigrete said. "It's a very person· ments has been a great experial issue, it's a horrible thing."
ence," Bakrsaid. "It's a great way
Campus police Maj. Stephen to promote inclusion."
Baker added that he thought it
Bakr believes that the presiwas important for the university dent's commitment to establishto have a rally protesting what ing resources pertaining to diverhappened and he was glad to be sity has given URI an advantage
a part of it.
when it comes to being a more
"We quite often get the calls inclusive university. For examwhen bad things happen, but we ple, Bakr referred to the fact that
also want to be involved in help· architects have been hired to
ing to make things better," he make a new LGBTQ center,
said.
which is scheduled to be comSit concluded the rally by pleted by Fall 2013. It is imporencouraging students to counter . tant, according to Bakr, for these

Alumnus

centers to have structures in
order .to solidify their presence
on campus.
"A lot of universities are
establishing, themselves when it
.comes to diversity issues," Bakr
said. "URI has a leg up. We have
the resources· and the structures
to support and sustain diversity.
All of the work thes.e councils are
doing is a major step forward to
progress."
In order for progress to..continue, Bakr stressed that students
must play an essential role in
beco)Iling active in promoting
change, awareness and diversity.
"When [a student]leaves the
university, they become part of a
global diversity," Bakr said.' '1t' s
. important for students to prepare themselves for that change
and become sensitive to these
issues now. That's how change is
sustained."

Contests
From page l
The Nancy Potter essay
contests' cover page should
include the title of the contest
being entered, , the title of the
piece and whether or not it was
used as a class assignment,
along with the author's name,
address, email, phone number
and degree status.
The Rumowicz essay is
recommended to be five to 30
pages. The Nancy Pott~ contests will accept up to five
pages· of poetry, three to12
pages of fiction or non-fiction,
or a five-to-20 page critical
essay.
Entries to all of the contests
are due on March 20 and
should be sent as a PDF file to
eng.contests@gmail.com by 3
p.m.

"!continue to be impressed l~y the quali~v of

Celtics

employees we recruitfi·om Bryant. ''
ROBERt CALABRO '88
TAX PARTNER, PR!CEWATERH.OUSECOOPER~

From page 4

Start yourcareeewith a competitive advantage. Earn your Master
of Profc.ssit1mt1 Accmmhmcy (1'14PAc) degree at Bryant University.

• The two semester MPAc program meets lhe 150- hour
requirement for CPA _licensut:'C.
• Learn the accounting, client relations. and project ·
nmtu1gemen1 skills that will set you apart frtlnl Ott~ c.rowct:.
• More than 40 top reg ionalrutd international fimts
r-xruit at Ileyaut each year.

To leam more about this progra:m, attend a spec:i'a l
information session on Wednesday, Marc:h 7 at 6 p.m.
A representative from Beeker CPA 'Review wm also
present some val:u able information on the CPA exam
and test-taking strategies.
To register:, visit www.bryant.edu/mpac
or call (401) 232-6230

GRADUAn: SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Smithfield, Rhode lsh.md
· W\Vw.btyatlt.J:.xiu/gtadschool
(401) 232 - G230

Bryant
UNIVERSITY

it's not knowing if Rondo has
the ability to be the focal point
and leader of a team instead of
playing the role of facilitator,
which he does b~tter than any
player in the NBA:
As we know, Ainge is not
afraid to pull the trigger, shake
things up and make a move as
he did with Kendrick Perkins
last year. Although Ainge and
Rivers have repeatedly insisted
they want to, and will make
one more title run with their
current squad, how they truly
feel about the team will not be
revealed until March 16, the
day after the .trade deadline.
So sit back, relax and enjoy
this final season we have with
the four future Hall of Famers,
because the chances of them all
being in a Celtics jersey next
season is similar to a Rondo
jump shot- you never -know
what is going to happen, until
it happens.
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SPORTS
Women'$ track team places The Shide Lines: What the
third in indoor championships .Celtics should do with Rondo
BY NIKITA DUKE

Sports Staff Reporter

The University of Rhode
Island women's indoor track
and field team is continuing to
run on a high note, placing
third in the 2012 New England
Indoor Championships held in
Boston, February 24-25.
The Rams scored 60 points,
behind second-place Sacred
Heart University's overall 76
points and the first~place
University of Connecticut who
scored 123.
URI saw personal bests in
three separate events at New
England Invitationals.
Junior Genevieve Rybicki
threw her personal best 13.57
meters in the shot put, securing
a second place finish and giving Rhody eight points. Rybicki
also competed in the weight
throw, throwing 16.19 meters
and placing seventh and earning two points for Rhody.
"I'm really proud of the
team," Rybicki said. "We've all
been excelling for the past two
weekends."
Graduate student Siobhan
Breagy ran her personal best
mile with a time of 4 minutes,

Going in to the race,
54.08 seconds. Breagy finished
third in the one-mile event and Brillante said she was "really
earned six points for the Rams. nervous," but, she followed
"It was a pretty physical that up by saying, "it was a
race," Breagy said. "One girl good turn out."
went down, so I spent a lot of
Junior Shannon Meehan
my time trying to get in posi- finished in the high jump, hittion. I was able to get out on the ting 1.65 meters and earning
last lap and kick, so I was two points for Rhody Lastly,
happy with 4:54."
but certainly not least, was
Junior Hayley Madsen also sophomore Jennifer Christian
had a personal best mark in the who placed fifth in the 60one mile, clocking a time of meter dash.
The team will take to the
4:57.58.
Rhody also had a season's track once again this weekend,
best in the 4x800 relay. The March 3-4, when they will
team finished fourth overall make another trip to Boston to
with a time of 9:07.04 earning compete in the Eastern College
five points for URI. Their previ- Athletic
Conference
ous season's best wa~ reached · Championships (ECAC) at the
at last weekend's Atlantic-10 Reggie Lewis Center.
"This is my first time going
Indoor Championships, however, URI improved that time to ECAC so I'm very excited for
by more than 13 seconds at the that, " Rybicki said. "I also
qualified last weekend, which
New Englands.
Also placing for Rhody was puts me in for the weight and
sophomore Frankie Brillante the shot, which is another big
who came in third in the BOO- deal for me. I know the compemeter run with a time of tition is gonna be a lot better
2:15.64, putting six points on than what I have been getting
the board for the Rams, and that's oniy going to make
Sophomore Kimberly Ezeama me do better."
placed sixth in the triple jump,
marking 11.51 meters and '
receiving three points for URI.

BY JONATHAN SHIDELER

Sports Staff Reporter

Just about a month ago I
wrote an article on how the
Celtics still ·had an outside
chance of making some type of
significant run in· the NBA
playoffs and, here we are nearly a month later, back at .500
with trade rumors swirling
around their all-star point
guard.
.
,
The Celtics lost seven of
their last 10 games ~n February.
However, they have won their
first two games since the AllStar break. (Maybe they just
needed to rest their old bones?)
Nonetheless the Celtics
enter March with a record of
17-17 and if the play9ffs were to ·
start today they would be the
seventh seed and face the
Chicago Bulls in the first round.
Celtics
President · of
Basketball Operations Danny
Ainge has been rumored to be
"actively shopping" starting
with point guard Rajon Rondo.
Rondo has three years and $36
millions left on his contract,
messed around, and got a triple
double earlier this week against
the Milwaukee Bucks'.

·Although Ainge has denied
speculation of trading Rondo,
as he should, the idea of trading the young point guard is
something Celtics fans shouldn't be quick to judge.
Rondo is ·now a five-year
veteran, and while the former
Kentucky Wildcat couldn't
shoot a Hick when he first came
to Boston, he still struggles
from the field. Usually player!',
especially yo~ng point guards
that come into the league have
trouble shooting in their first
years but get better with age
(such as Jason Kidd).
Rondo's percentage from
, the field has dropped the last
two seasons and has yet to see a
significant improvement since
entering the league. Maybe it is
the lack of commitment to
improve his shooting that the
front office sees as a problem.
Or it could be the reports of
iepeated confrontations with
head coach Doc Rivers, something that happens on just
about every team between
players and coaches, but isn't
made as big of a ·deal as it
would be in Boston. Perhaps
Continued on page 3

Three Rams get titles as The Bottom line: The windingthinkroad to Wrestlemania
men's track takes second
BY MIKE ABELSON

Sports Staff Reporter

BY JONATHAN SHIDELER

Sports Staff Reporter

The University of Rhode
Island men's indoor track and
field team kept it's season going
strong this past weekend as it
traveled to Boston,. Mass., to
contend in the New England
Indoor C::hampionships where it
finished second behind defending champion University of
Connecticut.
The Rams finished with a
point total of 94, while Southern
Connecticut ':':State University
finished third with 71 points.
Junior Anthony Davidson
had an outstanding, recordbreaking performance in the
500-meter dash, an event that
he won with a. final time of 1
minute, 1.61 seconds. Davis
said setting a new personal
record was a "giant step" as he
continues to get better in hopes
of becoming one of the fastest
runners in New England.
"From here on I just want to
improve and move forward the
best that I can," Davidson said.
Davidson also ran in the
200-meter dash where he finished in fourth place with a
time of 21.55.
Senior Nathan Wigton also
won his event, the 1,000-meter
run. He finished the race with a
final time of 2:28.91. Wigton,
who is captain of. the cross- country team, has been one of

the Rams best long distance
runners and has performed
well all year thorough sickness
and injuries.
"The day before the race I
felt awful," Wigton said. "I had
stomach issues and then today
when I tried to get over that I
felt as if I wasn't good enough
to win until the last lap when I
just turned it on."
Also finishing first and
claiming a New England title in
his event, the triple jump, was
senior Ronald Woodley who
had his best jump of the year.
After struggling in his first few
jumps, Woodley knew he had
one chance to turn things
. around and he did so on his
final jump, netting a distance of
15.08 meters.
"It only · takes one,"
Woodley said after being honored as New England champion. "It feels great."
The Rams also performed
well in the weight throw competition where senior Thaddeus
Kusiak and junior William
Janes finished second and third,
respectively, for their team.
Coming up this weekend
for the Rhode Island track and
field team is the Intercollegiate
Amateur
Association
of
Athletes of America championships, which _will take place
in Boston.

With exactly one month until
Wrestlemania XXVlli the WWE
has found itself at a crossroads,
with its biggest feuds bubbling
up but in several distinctly different and in some cases troubling
ways.
Last Monday, The Rock and
John Cena laid the groundwork
for a feud with either top-notch
acting or, in my opinion, general
animosity toward each other.
The Rock made his triumphant ~eturn to RAW and cut
a fantastic promo setting himself
up to be the face heading into
Wrestlemania. His words cut
hard, he created several new
chants that fans will use against
Cena and he re-established himself at the top of . the company
that he once ruled over with the
People's Elbow and a raised eyebrow.
Cena countered with a cutting chant calling out the Rock for
being a "sellout." It was standard
stuff until Cena pointed out that
the Rock had notes for his promo
written on his wrist, which TV
cameras picked up several times.
That one statement changed
everything. It's expected that the
two combatants of atop feud will
go back and forth with each
other, but breaking the· carefully
cultivated fourth wall into reality
jumped it to a whole other level.
· In the end, I think that Cena
will continue to personally attack
The Rock, both on television and

that
in social media, and I
most of what will be said will be
legitimate. By contrast, The Rock
will stick to the script and deliver
his promos with his customary
charisma, but without the personal sting of the man many in
the WWE universe refer to as
"Captain Planet."
As excited as I am about
Cena~Rock, I'm that worried
about the feuds over the two
championship belts.
CM Punk arid Chris Jericho
are slated to tangle for the .WWE
Championship and Sheamus and
Daniel Bryan will lock up for the
World
Heavyweight
Championship. On paper, both of
these matches should be exciting
because of the contrasting styles .
and work rates of the wrestlers
involved. The WWE title match
features two of the best in-ring
workers in the business and the
World Title match has a rising
face in Sheamus and a phenomenal technical wrestler in Bryan.
The problem is that both matchesare being used to push a secondary, relatively useless feud forward.
RAW General Manager John
Laurinaitis and Smackdown
General Manager Teddy Long
are building toward a 'Mania
match that will determine who is
the lone general manager of both
TV shows.
This is the type of match that
will be showcased midway
through 'Mania when most of the
hardcore wrestling fans are refilling the dip bowl and calling out

for one last pizza.
· Why are the four wrestlers,
who will be the show's main
event, being used to push this asinine feud forward? Laurinaitis is
46 years old and Long is 64. This
match is nothing but a way to
give two TV personalities, on the
wrong side of youth, to get one
last moment to get their hands
raised.
I'm all for the match, if only
for the novelty of it, but I hate the
fact that Punk-Jericho and
Sheamus-Bryan are being used as
chips in this meaningless chess
match. Long has used Punk as
"his" wrestler to showcase that
he is better than Laurinaitis and
Laurinaitis has used Bryan as
"his" wrestler to showcase his
superiority. This has dragged
Sheamus and Jericho .into the
slop and, in my opinion, sullied
what should be two well-written,
well-acted feuds because nothing
says good television like putting
your top stars in the B-story.
But hey, Vince McMahon
knows more about wrestling
than I do. I'm sure he and his creative team will book 'Mania
properly and give the top feuds
their proper due- or maybe LongLaurinaitis will headline and the
60 bucks my step-brother and I
will spend will go to waste.
Let's hope that the folks in
Stamford, Conn. get it right.

